
VIRGINIA EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS 

• Effective January 1, 2026, an applicant must provide documentation of qualifying experience as determined by 
the Virginia Board of Accountancy (VBOA), which shall include:

o Two (2) years of experience for a person who has obtained a baccalaureate degree.
o The VBOA shall permit at least thirty (30) additional semester hours of education beyond the minimum hours 
required for a baccalaureate degree to be substituted for one (1) year of experience; or
o One (1) year of experience for a person who has obtained a master's degree.

• Experience means employment in academia, a firm, government, or an industry in any capacity involving 
substantial use of accounting, financial, tax, or other skills that are relevant, as determined by the VBOA, to 
providing services to an employer using the CPA title or to the public using the CPA title.

• Self-employment does not meet the definition of experience in the Code of Virginia § 54.1-4400.

• Experience for licensure must be verified by an actively licensed CPA.


