
Trends for the 2015 
Legislative Session 

 
107th  Annual Meeting  

Washington, D.C.  
	
  

John	
  W.	
  Johnson,	
  Director	
  
Legisla4ve	
  and	
  

Governmental	
  Affairs	
  	
  
jjohnson@nasba.org	
  
(615)	
  880-­‐4232	
  (Office)	
  
(615)	
  934-­‐6510	
  (Mobile)	
  

1	
  



	
  	
   

Updates on Key Initiatives 

•  The	
  New	
  Audit	
  Report	
  	
  
•  Changes	
  Coming	
  from	
  the	
  PCAOB	
  
•  Focus	
  on	
  Small	
  Government	
  
•  Update	
  from	
  the	
  IRS	
  	
  
•  What	
  the	
  PracDce	
  Analysis	
  Means	
  to	
  State	
  

Boards	
  and	
  Other	
  ExaminaDon	
  News	
  
•  Strengthening	
  Peer	
  Review	
  Standards	
  	
  



	
  	
   



	
  	
   

Citizen’s Initiative and/or Popular 
Referendum Process 



	
  	
   

Three	
  Ways	
  to	
  Get	
  on	
  the	
  Ballot	
  

•  CiDzens	
  IniDaDves	
  (most	
  a(en+on	
  grabbing)	
  
	
  
•  LegislaDve	
  Referendum	
  (most	
  common)	
  

•  All	
  Jurisdic+ons	
  	
  
	
  

•  Popular	
  Referendum	
  (the	
  angry	
  voter	
  op+on)	
  	
  



	
  	
   

Medical	
  Marijuana	
  
	
  
•  Florida	
  
•  Guam	
  
•  Oklahoma**	
  

**	
  Failed	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  required	
  
signatures	
  to	
  get	
  on	
  the	
  2014	
  ballot	
  

Marijuana	
  for	
  adults	
  
	
  
•  Alaska	
  
•  District	
  of	
  
Columbia	
  	
  

•  Oregon	
  
	
  

2014	
  Ballots	
  	
  



	
  	
   

The	
  Numbers	
  in	
  2014	
  

§  33 citizens initiatives 
§  97 legislative referenda (12 bond measures) 
§  4 popular referenda 

     

134 measures in 2014 



	
  	
   

	
  
Heavy	
  Users	
  of	
  IniDaDves	
  	
  

Since	
  2000	
  
	
  



	
  	
   

Heavy Users of Initiatives in 2014 



	
  	
   

 
Issues Leading the way in 2014 

 
•  Minimum	
  Wage	
  

•  Bonds	
  and	
  Taxes	
  	
  

•  Gambling	
  	
  
	
  

•  TransportaDon	
  	
  
	
  

•  EducaDon	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  



	
  	
   

The	
  Numbers	
  in	
  2014	
  

§  33 citizens initiatives 
§  97 legislative referenda (12 bond measures) 
§  4 popular referenda 

     

134 measures in 2014 



	
  	
   

 
Economic Overview 

 
•  State	
  fiscal	
  condiDons	
  improve	
  in	
  FY	
  2013	
  

•  Slow	
  revenue	
  growth	
  in	
  FY	
  2014.	
  

•  Slightly	
  stronger	
  growth	
  expected	
  in	
  FY	
  2015.	
  
	
  

•  Funding	
  for	
  higher	
  educaDon	
  and	
  Medicaid	
  conDnue	
  
to	
  outpace	
  other	
  spending.	
  
	
  

•  Year-­‐end	
  balances	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  decline	
  in	
  FY	
  2015.	
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FY	
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  2015	
  

$41.8	
  	
   $44.8	
  	
   $42.3	
  	
  

$35.1	
  	
   $26.6	
  	
  
$16.8	
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Rainy	
  Day	
  Fund	
   Closing	
  Balance	
  
NCSL	
  Survey	
  Data	
  
FY	
  2013	
  to	
  FY	
  2015	
  (projected	
  

Components	
  of	
  State	
  Year-­‐End	
  Balances	
  
FY	
  2013	
  to	
  FY	
  2015	
  (projected)	
  



2014	
  Elec+ons	
  
•  State	
  LegislaDve	
  Seats	
  –	
  7,383	
  

•  Up	
  for	
  elecDon	
  in	
  2014	
  –	
  6014	
  (approximately	
  	
  1/3	
  	
  were	
  
unopposed)	
  	
  

•  No	
  elecDon	
  in	
  2014	
  (Louisiana,	
  Mississippi,	
  Virginia**	
  and	
  New	
  
Jersey)	
  	
  

–  **	
  Special	
  Elec+on	
  in	
  2014	
  to	
  fill	
  2	
  vacant	
  Senate	
  seats	
  	
  
•  Governors	
  

•  Up	
  for	
  elecDon	
  in	
  2014	
  -­‐	
  36	
  

•  U.S.	
  Congress	
  –	
  535	
  
•  Congressional	
  seats	
  up	
  for	
  elecDon	
  in	
  2014	
  –	
  435	
  
•  U.S.	
  Senate	
  seats	
  up	
  for	
  elecDon	
  in	
  2014	
  –	
  36**	
  

–  **Includes	
  2	
  special	
  elec+ons	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  



	
  	
   

 
Changes in General Fund Revenues  

FY 2014 and FY 2015 
 



	
  	
   



	
  	
   

 
Changes in General Fund Revenues  

FY 2014 and FY 2015 
 



	
  	
   



	
  	
   





	
  	
   



	
  	
   



Other	
  2015	
  Legisla+on	
  	
  
•  Eliminate	
  two	
  Der	
  licensing	
  	
  
•  Moving	
  from	
  triennial	
  to	
  annual	
  CPE	
  
ReporDng	
  

•  Badle	
  Trust	
  Fund	
  Sweep	
  
•  “Tweak”	
  our	
  Firm	
  Mobility	
  Statute	
  
•  Peer	
  Review	
  Clean	
  up	
  
•  Increased	
  Board	
  Authority	
  (emergency	
  
suspension;	
  cease	
  and	
  desist	
  authority)	
  

•  Individual	
  Mobility	
  
**	
  Several	
  indicated	
  that	
  their	
  legisla+ve	
  agenda’s	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  

discussed	
  un+l	
  aYer	
  the	
  elec+ons**	
  
	
  



	
  	
   

Individual	
  Mobility	
  Jurisdic+ons	
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