
Evaluating CPA 
Examination Statistics 
2015 NASBA REGIONAL MEETING 

JAMES SUH 

1 
C

o
p

yrig
h

t ©
 2015 N

a
tio

n
a

l A
sso

c
ia

tio
n

 o
f Sta

te
 Bo

a
rd

s o
f 

A
c

c
o

u
n

ta
n

c
y.  A

ll R
ig

h
ts R

e
se

rve
d

. 



2014 Overall Performance Statistics 
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• Unique Candidates 91,384 

• Cohort Size 41,065 

• Passing 4th Section 25,643 

• Drop-Out (>18m) 19,071 
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Change in Cohort Size: 2013 à 2014 
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Passing 4th 
Section 

A candidate who has 
passed all 4 parts of the 
examination within the 
2014 Examination Year 

 

Well over half of the 
exam takers pass 4 parts 
within the 18-month 
window 
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25,643	  
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Examination 
Drop-Outs 

A candidate who has not 
passed all 4 parts of the 
examination AND has not 
sat  for a section in the past 
18-months 

The data represents 
candidates from each 
Cohort who went from 
Active to Drop-Out status in 
the 2014 Exam year 
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19,071	  
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New Analysis, Collaboration and 
Candidate Pipeline 

Getting beyond overall pass rate to support stronger understanding of 
candidate performance and behavior 
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Content Area Performance 
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Und Eng Und Ent Proc Evi Eval Rep Acc Rev Pro Resp Crp Gov Eco Con Fin Mgt Info Sys Str Plan Ops Mgt

Alabama 59.3% 63.6% 56.8% 62.7% 53.4% 64.4% 64.6% 62.2% 51.2% 72.4% 48.8% 52.8%
Alaska 48.1% 48.2% 46.9% 46.5% 48.5% 43.1% 48.6% 67.8% 64.3% 51.7% 57.9% 59.4%
Arizona 59.3% 65.1% 58.4% 57.5% 55.7% 63.6% 72.1% 62.7% 64.9% 72.7% 63.6% 63.6%

Arkansas 55.0% 58.3% 49.7% 51.7% 49.7% 59.6% 59.1% 59.8% 47.8% 61.0% 52.8% 53.5%
California 56.3% 58.0% 54.8% 56.9% 54.6% 57.9% 60.6% 67.2% 62.0% 63.3% 62.1% 62.8%
Colorado 63.5% 64.1% 62.4% 63.5% 58.6% 67.5% 68.3% 68.9% 65.3% 72.3% 63.5% 64.4%

Connecticut 60.0% 64.6% 61.0% 58.5% 58.0% 69.0% 63.4% 66.6% 59.3% 71.7% 63.0% 58.8%
Delaware 50.8% 46.3% 46.3% 44.8% 45.5% 51.5% 56.5% 68.7% 65.7% 69.5% 62.6% 61.1%

District	  of	  Columbia 55.2% 63.2% 62.1% 56.3% 59.8% 52.9% 70.6% 66.2% 60.3% 67.7% 63.2% 64.7%
Florida 64.9% 65.4% 62.7% 64.1% 61.9% 69.1% 73.2% 70.6% 68.5% 74.5% 67.3% 67.7%

National	  Average 60.9% 59.3% 56.7% 58.1% 55.1% 63.0% 69.3% 64.3% 61.6% 67.1% 66.3% 64.2%

Audit Business & Economic Concepts



Content Area Ranking:  
2014 Examination Year 
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Performance on Writing Skills Area: 
2014 Examination Year 
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CPB Redesign: General Statistics 
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CPB Redesign: Pipeline Statistics 
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CPB Redesign: Section Statistics 
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CPB Redesign: Content Area Statistics 
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Collaboration and Pipeline Studies 

u  Various organizations working on candidate pipeline 

u  BOA, AICPA, State Societies, AAA 

u  Collaborating with each of these to support work 

u  CPA Professional pathway analysis 

u  Linking university, examination, licensing and professional 
data to strengthen understanding of behavior 

u  Preliminary work and discussion  

u  NASBA Data Summit (Univ Notre Dame July 2015) 

u  New analysis for 2015 Exam Reporting (handout) 
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School 

Exam 

License 

Copyright © 2015 National Association of State Boards of 
Accountancy.  All Rights Reserved. 



Evaluating CPA Examination 
Statistics 

NASBA Regional Meeting 

James Suh, NASBA 
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