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Assessment	  in	  an	  On-‐line	  Environment	  
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What	  	  makes	  a	  course	  qualify	  for	  academic	  credit?	  	  
An	  Illustra&ve	  Case	  



	  	  General	  Policies	  at	  the	  	  
•  Extent	  of	  discre&on	  at	  the	  DESB	  level	  varies.	  

–  Freshman/sophomore	  undergraduate	  classes	  limited	  by	  
ar&cula&on	  agreements	  (e.g.	  State	  imposed	  agreements	  
with	  2-‐year	  colleges).	  	  

–  Junior/senior	  undergraduate	  classes	  and	  graduate	  classes	  
DESB	  has	  discre&on.	  	  

•  Limita&ons	  on	  the	  amount	  of	  transfer	  credit.	  
–  5	  of	  7	  core	  undergraduate	  accoun&ng	  must	  be	  taken	  at	  the	  
DESB.	  	  

–  University	  Utah	  also	  requires	  a	  minimum	  of	  30	  
undergraduate	  credits	  to	  be	  taken	  at	  the	  U	  of	  U.	  

– MACC	  program	  allows	  only	  6	  graduate	  credit	  hours	  to	  be	  
transferred.	  



	  	  The	  Process	  at	  the	  	  
•  Who?	  

– Assessment	  is	  conducted	  by	  a	  faculty	  member	  in	  the	  
department.	  

•  Why?	  
– Assess	  content	  coverage.	  
– Assess	  competency.	  

•  What?	  
–  Content:	  Examine	  the	  syllabus,	  text	  book,	  other	  	  
available	  course	  materials	  and	  ins&tu&onal	  
accredita&on.	  

–  Competency:	  Grade	  and/or	  examina&on.	  





Alterna&ve	  Approaches	  for	  MOOCs	  
•  University	  –	  	  MOOC	  provider	  partnerships	  to	  offer	  for-‐
credit	  MOOCs	  to	  their	  students	  (e.g.	  San	  José	  State	  and	  
Udacity).	  

•  MOOC	  +	  university	  assessment	  tests	  to	  receive	  credit	  
(e.g.	  University	  of	  Wisconsin).	  

•  California	  proposed	  crea&ng	  a	  list	  of	  approved	  MOOCs	  
that	  public	  colleges	  might	  be	  required	  to	  accept	  for	  
credit.	  	  

•  American	  Council	  on	  Educa&on.	  
–  Research	  effort	  underway	  to	  examine	  the	  academic	  
poten&al	  of	  MOOCS.	  

–  Five	  Coursera	  courses	  recommended	  for	  college	  credit.	  



CHALLENGES 
•  Faculty	  member.	  

–  Limited	  availability	  of	  course	  materials.	  
–  Course	  materials	  in	  a	  foreign	  language.	  
–  Grades	  with	  inadequate	  informa&on	  content.	  
–  Limited	  &me	  and	  training.	  

•  Ins&tu&onal	  and	  external	  	  
cons&tuents.	  
–  Reliance	  on	  individual	  expert	  
judgment.	  	  

–  Mul&ple	  players	  –	  states,	  	  
universi&es,	  colleges,	  and	  	  
individual	  faculty.	  	  

–  Process	  varies	  by	  	  
ins&tu&on.	  



Challenge	  and	  change	  balanced	  by	  opportunity	  
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The Center for the 
Advancement of 
Accounting Research 



Possibility:	  	  
Conferences	  to	  prime	  the	  pump	  for	  new	  
research	  ques&ons	  and	  methods	  that	  cut	  
across	  mul&ple	  AAA	  sec&ons	  and	  other	  
disciplines….For	  example,	  “Big	  Data”	  



The Center for the 
Advancement of 
Accounting Practice 



Possibility:	  
The	  Nature	  magazine	  for	  
business.	  



The Center for the 
Advancement of 
Accounting in the   
Public Interest  



Possibility: 
Inform the debate and outreach 
society about the threat arising from 
national debt. 



The Center for the 
Advancement of 
Accounting Education 



Possibility:	  	  
Assessment	  of	  accoun&ng	  
MOOCs	  






